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Section A

Self introduction: (Dean, Etty, Isabella Lee, Joan Wang) 

or Ice-breaking Activity

Section B

Professional English Greetings:

Find a partner and read the following sample dialogue aloud. 

A: Excuse me, is this seat taken?

B: No, help yourself.

A: Thank you.

B: Haven’t I seen you before? Are you new in engineering?

A: Yeah, I just switched majors from computer science--too much math! 
B: Well, don’t expect it to be any better here! What is your name, anyway?

A: Mark. What’s yours? 
B: Edward.

A: Glad to meet you.

B: Glad to meet you, too.

Cultural Notes:

After you greet someone, it is nice to be able to say a little more than just “Hello”, we often have a short and friendly conversation about a safe topic. This kind of conversation is called small talk. Typical topics are:

1)a person’s education/work                2)food

3)interests/hobbies                       4)weather

5)TV Programs                          6)Movies

7)News(local, national and international )     8)Recent activities or experiences

Now just try to find a partner in this English corner and make a small talk for a while.

Section C:

English Games:

Tongue Twister

☆A big black bug bit the back of a big black bear. The big black bear bit back the big black bug. 

☆This fish has a thin fin; That fish has a fat fin; 

This fish is a fish that has a thinner fin than that fish. 

Section D

Practical English

Reading the short passage for 5 minutes:

Many friends, in real life or online, keep asking this question, "I want to learn English, but how can I learn English well? Can you give me some advice? Are there any short cuts(捷径)"
"Rejoicing in hope and patient in tribulation（从希望中得到快乐，在磨难中保持坚韧）"-- former US president JFK used to put it in his famous inauguration speech（就职演说）. Yes, learning English is just like a long journey where travelers are hopeful for their destination and are imagining the joy it brings them when they reach it. Meanwhile, the whole trip is full of sufferings and tribulation, so they need to be patient and persistent. Success only favors those who have a willing heart（成功只亲睐那些有准备的人）. There's no denying that most of the English learners know the truth, but they still take pains to seek after the so-called short cut and end up in giving up. I think this phenomenon is somewhat to do with the current situation and environment of teaching and learning English. Many an English training centre will without doubt brag and boast（自吹自擂） about their approaches to learning to master the language in a very short time just for the sake of the training fees. Under the massive attack of this hype（广告宣传）, those poor learners can't help but believe in it. Isn't it like it--lies repeated a hundred times turn out true?
Group Discussion

Divide the class into groups, and have each group sit in a circle. Work together to discuss the following questions.

Do you agree with the opinions mentioned above? And why? What is your view about English learning?  
English Learning Strategies

Read the strategies used by some language learners for 2 minutes. Please indicate with a check(√) how often you use them. Work together to discuss the following questions.

	Strategies
	frequently
	sometimes
	seldom

	1. Find opportunities to speak to native speakers of English.
	
	
	

	2.Speak silently to yourself in English as you are walking, sitting, riding the bus, etc.
	
	
	

	3. Use many ways to make yourself understood by others when speaking, such as gesturing, facial expressions, and drawing pictures.
	
	
	

	4. Try to use new words and structures as much as possible in speaking and writing.
	
	
	

	5. Try to guess the meaning of new or unknown word from the context.
	
	
	

	6. Try to answer the question even if you are not quite sure of the answer
	
	
	

	7. Try to relate new information to what you have learned.
	
	
	

	8.Keep on trying, even if a task seems difficult
	
	
	

	9. Try to think in English as you are speaking, writing or reading, without translating everything into Chinese.
	
	
	

	10. others
	
	
	


1) What makes you use a certain strategy frequently? Sometimes? Or seldom?

2) What other strategies do your group members want to try?
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